Didmarton Parish Council

Didmarton Parish Council Meeting

7.30pm Tuesday 4" March 2025

Minutes

Meeting commenced at 7.35pm

Present: Councillors, H. White {Chairman), S. Hewlett (Vice-Chair), A. Darbyshire, J. Hammond, H.
Turner, S. Hardy, County Councillor S. Fifield, Clerk Mr. S. Hale.

25.01

25.02
25.03
25.04
25.05

25.06

25.07

During the public participation section of the meeting the DVHCC Grant Officer spoke
about the proposals for village hall access road resurfacing. Full resurfacing quotes
are around £30k. Alternatively, breaking up and relaying the existing surface is
considerably cheaper but less long-lasting. Drainage needs to be improved first.
Council accepted apologies from District Councillor T. Slater.

No declarations of interest.

Council resolved to approve the minutes from 7*" January 2025

Council received a report from County Councillor Fifield and this will be posted on
the website. BBBF application deadline is the end of this month and an application
from the village hall would be considered.

No report for this meeting from District Councillor Slater.

Finance

Council noted the bank reconciliation and internal controls completed by the Clerk and
Clir. Darbyshire. Prior to the meeting, all councillors had opportunity to view the online
finance folder.

26/02/2025 Date of Reconciliation
01/04/2024 OPENING BALANCE £20,192.01
INCOME TO DATE £14,476.92

LESS TOTAL EXPENDITURE TO DATE £15,339.39
26/02/2025 FUND BALANCE £19,330.44

REPRESENTED BY:
LLOYDS TREASURERS ACCOUNT £7,191.20
LLOYDS SAVINGS ACCOUNT £12,139.24

LLOYDS ACCOUNTS BALANCE £19,330.44
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Councillors ratified the following payments and noted receipts since the last meeting.

Receipts

09/01/2025 |Gross interest £10.29

10/02/2025 |Gross interest £10.63

Payments Net VAT Gross

07/01/2025 |HMRC PAYE - Q3

15/01/2025 [Hugo Fox - annual website fee £119.88 £23.98| £143.86
03/02/2025 |Hathaway Groundcare - inv 694 £116.25 £23.25| £139.50
Hathaway Groundcare - inv 709 £116.25 £23.25) £139.50

Council noted that correspondence has been received from DVHCC regarding grant
applications, and this has been responded to. The clerk is in communication with the
new Grant Officer for DVHCC. Clerk to advise the DHCC of the impending BBBF grant
deadline of 31 March.

Council noted that Hugo Fox web-hosting has been setup as an annual direct debit.
Council noted the services of Hathaway Gardenscapes have been re-employed for
2025 —2026.

Council noted the approved budget for 2025 / 2026 has been published on the PC
website.

As the clerk has successfully completed the Ascentis, Level 3 Certificate in Local Council
Administration (CiLCA), and the council has 5 out of its 7 seats (at least two-thirds as
elected positions, council resolved that they meet the eligibility to use the General
Power of Competence and that henceforth, they intend to do so.

As of 22™ February 2025, the clerk successfully completed CiLCA. Council considered
and resolved to increase the clerk’s salary by 1 scale point from SCP 24 to SCP 25 (47p
per hour).

Planning Matters — Council considered the following applications.

Reference 24/02494/LBC

Application Validated Tue 10 Sep 2024

Kingsmead House The Street Didmarton Badminton Gloucestershire GL9 1DT
Change of use of ancillary games room to staff accommodation

Status - Permitted

Reference 24/02493/FUL
Application Validated Tue 10 Sep 2024
Kingsmead House The Street Didmarton Badminton Gloucestershire GL9 1DT
Change of use of ancillary games room to staff accommodation
Status - Permitted

Reference 24/03742/TCONR
Application Validated Wed 11 Dec 2024
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Orchard Grove, The Street, Didmarton.
Proposal T1, T2 - birch trees. Proposed work is to remove both trees.
Status — No Objection

Lime Down Solar Park - https://www.limedownsolar.co.uk/
At this time, councillors resolved to maintain a watching brief on this issue, and raise
any matters of local concern as and when necessary.

Assets

War Memorial — Council noted the clerk has written to the PCC who have passed on
our thanks to the parishioner for the wooden inscription plaque.

War Memorial — Council noted the PCC have been informed of the council’s intentions
to renovate the war memorial name inscriptions.

War Memorial ~ Council noted the clerk has researched local stone-masons and
monument specialists. Estimates for work are being sought and will be considered at
the next meeting. Clerk to do a short article for the Dyddi.

Defibrillator Cabinet Relocation — Council noted the clerk is in contact with Butcombe
Inns Group Property Manager, and the cabinet relocation is being actively progressed.

Highways

Joyce’s Pool = Council noted that Highways have cleared the pipes and drains at Joyce’s
Pool. An order has been raised for the ditch clearing at the back of Joyce’s Pool and
tarmac is to be removed from the drain at the junction. Highways manager has writing
to the landowners to ask them to clear the ditches. Clerk to pass a summary to County
Councillor Fifield.

Joyce’s Pool — Council has still had no response from Badminton Estate regarding
formalising arrangements at the site. However, the council’s position is clearly defined.
Council resolved to take no further action in regard to this matter as the council is
content it is in a strong position.

Reinstallation of Didmarton Village Gateway Sign — Clir. Hammond to progress with
Hathaway Gardenscapes.

Other Matters

Councillor Vacancy - Update from the clerk. A deadline of 20™ April has been set for
applications and a 350 words statement will be requested from applicants. The
vacancy is advertised on the PC website, the Dyddi and the village WhatsApp group.
Two expressions of interest have been received to date.

Kings Arms Public House - Clerk to prepare and circulate a paper explaining ‘pros and
cons’ of registering the pub as a Community Asset. Councillors to gauge local opinion.
All to be considered at the next meeting.

Staffing Committee — Councillor Hewlett was nominated to sit alongside Clirs. White
and Darbyshire.
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.gov.uk domain name — Council resolved to apply for a free .gov.uk domain name as
part of our webhosting package. Delegated to the clerk for action.
(didmartonparishcouncil.gov.uk)

Correspondence received
Didmarton Congregational Church — correspondence received asking about
diversification of its use. Passed to the Dyddi.

Speeding and volume of traffic — clerk has replied.

Matters Arising — no spending decisions can be made.
No matters arising

Date of Parish Council AGM along with the combined Annual Parish Meeting ~
7.30pm Tuesday 6" May 2025,

Meeting concluded at 8.45pm




