Didmarton Parish Council

Minutes
Didmarton Parish Council Meeting

7.30pm on Tuesday 1% July 2025 at Didmarton Village Hall.

Meeting commenced at 7.35pm

Present; Councillors; H. White, S. Hewlett, A. Darbyshire, J. Hammond, S. Hardy. W. Green.
Clerk, Mr S. Hale.
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No members of the public were present.

Council welcomed ClIr. Green to the council.

Apologies for absence received and accepted from Clir. Turner and District Cllr. Slater.
No declarations of interest.

Council resolved to approve the minutes of 6" May 2025.

No County Councillor’s report.

District Councillor’s report. Reports received, circulated and published. Clir
Hammond attended the same devolution meeting as mentioned in Clir Slater’s
report, but there was nothing of note for the parish council.

Finance
Council noted that all accounting year-end and AGAR documentation, and annual
meeting dates have been published on the parish council website.
Council noted the AGAR Certificate of Exemption from a Limited Assurance Review has
been submitted in good time to the external auditor, PKF Littlejohn.
Council noted the Notification of the Exercise of Public Rights from Tuesday 3 June to
Monday 14" July 2025 inclusive, was published on the website on 7" May 2025.
Council noted the clerk has reviewed insurance cover as instructed, negotiated an
appropriate increase in cover, and entered a new 3-year LTA with Zurich Insurance at
no additional cost to the original renewal quote of £423.62 p.a.
Previous figures

e Street Furniture - £14,453.00

* War memorial - £7,938.00

e Defibrillator - £1,984.50.

New cover

Street furniture £2,500
e War memorial - £20,000
Defibrillator - £2,000

s  Busshelter - £12,000
Council noted internal controls and bank reconciliation from 28" April to 25" June
2025. All councillors had opportunity to view invoices, bank statements and the
cashbook in the online folder, in advance of the meeting. Council agreed to switch to
a pdf circulation ahead of future meetings as the online folder was becoming
problematic.
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25/06/2025 Date of Reconciliation

01/04/2025 OPENING BALANCE £19,196.00
INCOME TO DATE £10,561.92
LESS TOTAL EXPENDITURE TO DATE £3,686.32

FUND BALANCE

REPRESENTED BY:

LLOYDS TREASURERS ACCOUNT
LLOYDS SAVINGS ACCOUNT

LLOYDS ACCOUNTS BALANCE

£26,071.60 |

£13,896.63
£12,174.97

Council noted receipts and ratified payments.

W

£26,071.60 |

RECEIPTS

30/04/2024

HMRC VAT refund

£552.50

09/05/2025

Interest

£8.33

09/06/2025

Interest

£8.10

PAYMENTS

28/04/2025

HMRC PAYE Q4

16/05/2025

Didmarton PCC Grant - grass cutting

NET

£750.00

£0.00

VAT |GROSS

£750.00

Insurance - year 1 of 3 year LTA

£423.62

£0.00

£423.62

Hathaway Gardenscapes - inv 0787

£139.58

£27.92

£167.50

GAPTC annual subs

£130.87

£0.00

£130.87

19/05/2025

Bank Charges

£4.25

£0.00

£4.25

11/06/2025

Hathaway Gardenscapes - inv 0830

£139.58

£27.92

£167.50

17/06/2025

Bank Charges

£4.25

£0.00

£4.25

Policies and Procedures

The council noted the unsuccessful casual vacancy applicant had been thanked for
their application and informed of the council’s decision. They remain keen to apply for
any future position.

Council reviewed and resolved to readopt the Code of Conduct.

Council considered and resolved to continue to exercise its eligible right to use the
General Power of Competence in its decision-making processes. Council noted that
any loss of another elected councillor before the next election will forfeit GPOC
eligibility.

Council authorised the clerk to take historical parish council minutes, and other
documents suitable for retention, to the County Archives for Storage.
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Planning

25.96 Council noted there are currently no planning matters for consideration.
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Assets

War Memorial - Council considered the clerk’s update regarding the war memorial
renovations project. Whilst continuing to delegate authority for the project to the
clerk, it was agreed that if expenditure, (without any 3" party grant) was going to be
in the region of £3k + VAT, the clerk can move forward with the project with continuing
delegated authority. If the project was going to cost significantly more, then the clerk
is to bring the matter back to the council for renewed consideration

BT Telephone Box viability — Council noted that BT has been informed that the council
has no objections to the removal of the payphone as they accept it is no longer viable.
Defibrillator — Monthly checks including opening the machine for a self-test must be
undertaken. Councillor White will continue to undertake a monthly check to the new
standard including a self-check. to resolve how to progress. The clerk checked the
defibrillator today.

Highways Matters

Footpath NDM 3 - Council noted that additional and amended proposed changes were
received, in relation to the route of public footpath NDM3. Details were circulated to
councillors and no objections were received.

School Lane / Walk — Council noted that the historical documentation has been fully
reviewed by Clir. Hardy and the clerk. It appears that there was some intention to take
ownership of School Lane by the parish council passing a resolution on 13" July 1993.
However, it does not appear that anything was subsequently done, legally or
practically, to claim adverse possession. In any case it would appear that such a claim
would be difficult, given that use of the land isn’t exclusive.

The correspondent has been given this information and advised to seek his own legal
advice.

Council resolved to pass a resolution to declare that it has no legal interest in the land
known locally as School Lane / Walk, and that it is rescinds its resolution of 13" July
1993, in which it claimed possession, but took no further action.

Joyces Pool — Council noted the update. Details of Joyces Pool highway flooding have
been passed to County Councillor Watson as agreed at the last meeting. He has agreed
to liaise with GCC Highways. Highways have written to landowners and following no
response, they have this week followed the letters up with emails.

Other Matters
Council noted that DVHCC has, with the assistance of the clerk, successfully secured a
GCC BBBF grant for £3,200 to assist with driveway repairs and drainage.

Church Clock and Bell. = Council noted the clerk passed the parish council’s resolution
of support for this project to the PCC. The PCC’s 3" party grant applications were also
supported.

Correspondence Received
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Double Yellow Lines — Council noted a complaint regarding the installation of yellow
lines. The correspondent was informed they were a direct replacement, following
resurfacing, of those lines which had been in place for years.

Red Road Surface under 30mph roundels — council noted a question was raised as to
whether this would be reinstalled. GCC have confirmed that reinstallation will not be
undertaken.

Matters Arising — no spending decisions can be made
Councillor Hammond raised the following matters (having received complaints from
parishioners). He will pass W3W locations to the clerk to deal with as necessary.
Highways
e Trees and branches over growing at Kingsmead, opposite the church need
trimming back. This is believed to be a Faber estate responsibility.
e Pavement from St Arilds Road to the field is overgrown and the surface is
slippery when wet.
e Chapel Walk from the allotments to Creephole is very overgrown. It is believed
this may be from Mr Edwards land.
¢ The footpath from The Street to St Arilds Road by the pub, known as The Slim-
Slam is very overgrown with ivy and the hedges on either side. Trees are so
low that it is difficult to walk through.
CDC & Highways
e A request for a dog poo bin at Oldbury Lane — Clerk to research for
consideration at the next parish council meeting.
e A footpath fingerpost which is laid on the floor at the same location. Clerk to
contact Highways to ask them to reinstate it
VH Grant from the PC towards the driveway
e Councillor White raised that DVHCC may wish to apply for a retrospective
grant towards completed driveway completion. This would not be usual
practice but could be considered by the council, subject to the submission of
a fully completed grant application.

Date of next meeting.
Council to note, 7.30 pm Tuesday 2" September 2025 at Didmarton Village Hall.

Meeting concluded at 8.30pm
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