Didmarton Parish Council

Didmarton Parish Council AGM
(incorporating the Annual Parish Meeting)

7.30pm on Tuesday 6th May 2025 at Didmarton Village Hall.

Minutes
Meeting commenced at 7.33pm.

Present Councillors; H. White, S. Hewlett, A. Darbyshire, J. Hammond, H. Turner, S. Hardy.
Clerk Mr. S. Hale

25.34 Didmarton Annual Parish Meeting — No members of the public were present.

2535 Commencement of the Parish Council AGM.

25.36 Hamish White was elected as chairperson.

25.37 Sally Hewlett was elected as vice-chairperson.

25.38 No apologies for absence were received.

25.39 No declarations of interest.

25.40 Council resolved to approve the minutes of 4" March 2025.

25.41 No County Councillor’s report. New Councillor is lan Watson, Liberal Democrat.

25.42 District Councillor’s annual report has been received and circulated.
Finance

25.43 Council resolved to approve the year end bank reconciliation.

25.44 Council resolved to approve the year-end summary of accounts and explanation of
variances.

25.45 Council reviewed the Fixed Assets Register and noted the new total of £5,433.75.

25.46 AGAR - Council resolved to certify that it is exempt from a limited assurance review
under s9 Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015.

25.47 Council noted and resolved to accept the findings of the detailed Internal Auditor’s

Report. It was a very thorough and positive report. The only observation was that
council should not have chosen to defer the mid-year budget review in September
2024. The council accepted this recommendation and will abide by it.

25.48 AGAR - Council resolved to accept the AGAR internal audit report.

25.49 AGAR ~ Council resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement.

25.50 AGAR - Council resolved to accept the Accounting Statements.

2551 Council resolved to adopt from, Tuesday 3 June to Monday 14™ July 2025 inclusive,
for the exercise of public rights.

25.52 Council reviewed and resolved to approve the regular payments list
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Payee ' Frequency {Payment method
Annual Insurance Renewal Annual BACS
GAPTC Subscription Annual BACS
50% of Clerk's SLCC Subscription |Annual BACS
ICO Annual DD
HugoFox Web Hosting Annual DD
Clerk Quarterly Salary Quarterly |BACS
Home Working Allowance Quarterly |BACS
Clerk Mileage Quarterly |BACS
HMRC PAYE Quarterly |BACS
PATA Quarterly Payroll Quarterly |BACS
Hathaway Gardenscapes Monthly |BACS
Bank Charges Monthly |Payment from account
25.53 Council reviewed levels of insurance cover and resolved to delegate to the clerk to
seek a policy renewal.
25.54 Council noted internal controls and bank reconciliation from 27th February to 27th

April 2025 as undertaken by the clerk and Clir. Darbyshire. All councillors had
opportunity to view invoices, bank statements and the cashbook in the online folder.

27/04/2025 Date of Reconciliation
01/04/2025 OPENING BALANCE £20,192.01
INCOME TO DATE £9,992.99

LESS TOTAL EXPENDITURE TO DATE £1,714.73
FUND BALANCE £27,474.26 !

REPRESENTED BY:
LLOYDS TREASURERS ACCOUNT £15,315.72
LLOYDS SAVINGS ACCOUNT £12,158.54
LLOYDS ACCOUNTS BALANCE Eﬂgﬁ,ﬂﬁgﬁ J
25.55 Council considered and resolved to accept the clerk’s explanation for the need to

undertake a Land Registry search for land known as ‘School Lane’ at a cost of £14.00.
Council directed that research is undertaken, and advice sought, to establish the legal
position. Whilst awaiting this advice, council resolved that its position is that, at this
time, it has no objection to reasonable vehicle access taking place for maintenance

purposes.
25.56 Council resolved to ratify payments and noted receipts as follows (including 1* precept
instalment).
Receipt ltem - Amount
10/03/2025 | Interest £9.31
09/04/2025 | Interest £9.99
17/04/2025 | Precept 1% instalment £9,983.00
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Payment Company i Net VAT Gross
11/03/2025 | Hathaway Gardenscapes _ (£116.25 | £23.25 | £139.50
_}ﬁ[p3/2025 Bank charges £4.25 | £0.00 £4.25
Hathaway Gardenscapes £116.25 | £23.25 £139.50
Mrs | Litton - Internal Audit £200.00 | £0.00 | £200.00
082025 including GiLCA overtime
Clerk Q4 salary including CiLCA overtime
PATA payroll £20.25 £0.00 £20.25
14/04/2025 | Land Registry Search - debit card payment £14.00 | £0.00 £14.00
15/04/2025 | Bank Charges £4.25 | £0.00 £4.25
25.57 Council resolved to approve 6 hrs of war memorial project overtime to date.
25.58 Council resolved to pay a previously agreed grant of £750 to PCC for grass cutting.
25.59 Council noted that a VAT reclaim of £552.50 had been submitted to HMRC
Policies and Procedures
25.60 Council reviewed and readopted Standing Orders, based on the latest NALC Model
Document.
25.61 Council reviewed and readopted Financial Regulations, based on the latest NALC
Model Document.
25.62 Council reviewed and adopted the revised Council Risk Assessment.
25.63 Council noted that the switch to a, ‘gov.uk’ domain name has been implemented. The
website is now - https://www.didmartonparishcouncil.gov.uk
25.64 Council considered 2 applications for the councillor vacancy and after deliberation,
resolved to appoint Wendy Green. As the other candidate was an excellent candidate,
council further resolved that if a casual vacancy occurs before the next full elections,
and subject to no requirement from the electorate for an election, the second
candidate would be co-opted if they were still happy to join the council.
Planning - The following matters were considered
25.65 Reference 24/03742/TCONR
Application Validated Wed 11 Dec 2024
Orchard Grove, The Street, Didmarton. GL9 1DS
T1, T2 - birch trees. Proposed work is to remove both trees. T3, T4 - golden cypress
trees. Proposed work is to remove both trees T5 - Sycamore tree. reduce tree back to
pervious pruning points. Removing approximately 2 metres of new growth.
Decision No objection, Tue 28 Jan 2025
25.66 Reference 25/00624/LBC
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Application Validated  Tue 25 Feb 2025

Fox Cottage, 37 The Street, Didmarton. GL9 1DT

Installation of metal railings and gate on front elevation

Application Withdrawn - Mon 14 Apr 2025

The following comments were submitted by the clerk on behalf of the parish council.
It is a request for planners to satisfy themselves that, at the particular stretch of
pavement in question, the addition of railings v nox have an adverse effect on
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pedestrians, people with pushchairs or those using Motability scooters. Can the
planning officer satisfy themselves that no part of the public pavement (part of the
public highway) is being taken in order to facilitate the proposed course of action?

Reference 25/00806/TCONR

Application Validated  Fri 14 Mar 2025

Cotswold House, 40 The Street, Didmarton. GL9 1DS

T1 - Walnut tree 30% Crown reduction. T2 & T3 - Yew trees 30% crown reductions

Decision No objection. Wed 23 Apr 2025

Assets

War Memorial - Council considered the clerk’s full update regarding the proposed
Grade I listed war memorial renovations, and resolved to go ahead with the

restoration. Having sought 4 quotes from specialist restorers, an estimate from M-M
Memorials at Keynsham, of £2,945 + VAT was accepted. The matter was delegated to
the clerk to undertake. Grants should be explored, and relevant consent sought from
CDC Planning Department. Necessary overtime for the clerk was authorised.

BT Telephone Box viability - Council noted that details were circulated to councillors,
that the public phone box is no longer viable for BT to continue providing a public call
facility. Councillor’s consensus was acceptance of BT’s proposal. Council formally
resolved to have no objection.

BT Telephone Box Adoption - Council considered the matter and resolved not to seek
possession of, or accept liability for, another organisation’s Grade Il listed asset.

Kings Arms Pub - Council considered the matter and resolved not to progress any asset
of community interest application process at this time

Defibrillator Cabinet Relocation — Council noted the relocation into the bus-shelter by
Butcormbe Inns, at no cost to the parish council.

Highways Matters

Council noted that proposed changes to the route of public footpath NDM3 were
circulated to councillors and no objections were received.

Council noted that details of Joyces Pool highway flooding were passed to County
Councillor Fifield as agreed at the last meeting at his request. Clerk to resend the
details to the new county councillor.

Other Matters

Council noted the clerk assisted DVHCC with completion and submission of a BBBF
Grant application to GCC, through County Clir. Fifield, for driveway and drainage
improvements. The result of the application is awaited.

Council resolved to be in full support of the PCC plans to restore the clock and bell
tower, and their proposed application for lottery funding. Council noted the clerk
signposted the PCC to other grant application opportunities.

Matters Arising — no spending decisions can be made.
There were no matters arising
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Dates of meetings for 2025 - 2026
Council resolved to approve the following meeting schedule for the next year.

2025

7.30pm on Tuesday 1% July, 2" September, 4" November

2026

7.30pm on Tuesday 6" January, 3™ March, 5" May (AGM and APM).

Meeting concluded at 8.45pm




